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From the Editor
How fast the summers seem to go. Last year, traveling
to and from General Conference, plus the time spent in
connection with the conference, took the heart right out of
the summer. Not that we are complaining, for last summer was a good one. But we assumed that this summer
would be different. It is. But it has a way of filling up
with trips and meetings and one wakes up rather suddenly
to find it almost gone.
School begins in Indiana the last week in August. So by
the time some of you will be reading this issue teachers and
students in our area will be back in the classroom.
September begins a new year for our Sunday schools.
For many of our schools Sunday, September 4, will be a
significant day as they begin the year with The Foundation Series curriculum. We reflect on this in one of our editorials.
We have never devoted much space in the VISITOR to
the subject of alcohol. This could be interpreted that
alcohol is not seen as a real and present danger to Brethren in Christ members and their families. This is an
assumption that we dare not make. We are being brainwashed through all our media to see alcohol as a symbol of
the good life and as an acceptable part of our society.
Whatever place alcohol may have had in other times and
in other cultures it has no place in our time or culture.
From every angle the cost so outweighs any alleged
benefits that any objective evaluation would dictate its not
being used as a beverage. Billy Graham's article states the
Christian position very forcefully.
One of the obvious inconsistencies of our time is the attitude of parents and our law enforcement agencies towards
marijuana while alcohol and tobacco are not only tolerated but are allowed to be promoted. If one is looking for
reasons for disrespect for authority here at least is a clue.
We have selected two articles relating to the Christian's
role as a peacemaker—one from the Wesleyan tradition
and one from an Anabaptist perspective. Perhaps "the
verse" for the Brethren in Christ could be Hebrews 12:14,
"Strive for peace with all men, and for holiness without
which no one will see the Lord."
The brief article on retirement on page 12 is not written
particularly from a Christian perspective but does highlight factors relating to retirement which anyone contemplating that experience could do well to ponder, and we
should begin to ponder early.
One more observation: As this issue began to take form
I found two newsworthy items relating to Brethren in
Christ ministers. There was a report on a retreat-seminar
held for men and wives now in seminary training and a
news item on a luncheon planned in honor of the older
ministers in the Allegheny Conference.
I placed these side by side (page 13) and found the two
items significant, reflecting, I trust, our concern for our
minister both in the day of preparation and in the years of
retirement.
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Editorial
A Sunday To Remember
S U N D A Y , September 4, 1977, is a milestone in the life
of the Brethren in Christ Church.
On this Sunday many Brethren in Christ Sunday
Schools across Canada and United States will begin using
The Foundation Series Curriculum. This curriculum, preschool through grade 8, is one in which we as a denomination have had significant input.
At every level of the curriculum's development we have
had involvement. Our publisher, Erwin Thomas, served as
Chairman of the Publishing Council. Bishop Don Shafer,
presently moderator of the General Conference, was also a
member of the Council.
At the editorial level, the Brethren in Christ were represented on the Editorial Council by John Arthur Brubaker,
Daniel Chamberlain, and John Zercher. John Arthur Brubaker is serving as an editor of the curriculum, editing
Grades 7 and 8. Dwight Thomas serves on the Music Task
Force. Dorothy Gish was a member of the Pre-school
Task Force.
Brethren in Christ writers involved in the writing of the
lesson material were Warren Hoffman, Mary Fretz, Jean
Neilsen, and Mary Ebersole. Many other members shared
in reading of manuscripts and the counseling of writers.
The historic significance of this date is that for the first
time we have a curriculum in which we have had significant input. We as a denomination are not large enough
to write and publish a curriculum on our own. This curriculum—The Foundation Series is a cooperative effort of
the Brethren in Christ and the Mennonite Church and the
General Conference Mennonite Church.
These three groups, although having some diversity in
doctrine and practice, share a common theological heritage. This common heritage—our understanding of the
Bible, the Christian life and the church provided the basis
for a common curriculum.
There are good curriculums available to our Sunday
schools. But I am confident that no other curriculum
comes as near to sharing the Brethren in Christ understanding of the Christian faith and the Christian life as The
Foundation
Series.
Let me amplify this rather strong statement. There are
numerous aspects of this curriculum that find a common
base in our own doctrine and life. I will highlight four.
An Understanding
of the Bible: I believe that The
Foundation Series understands the Bible in keeping with
Article I of our Manual of Doctrine and Government. Our
high view of Scripture is not confined to its method of
transmission but includes also its position of authority.
For the Brethren in Christ the Bible is the source of truth
and the guide for Christian living. Both what Jesus did,
and what He taught are important.
Jesus Christ is the focus of the Scripture. The Old Testament looked forward to the One who was to come. The
New Testament centers on Him who came in the fulness of
time. He is God's ultimate and authoritative Word. He is
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the key to the understanding of all Scripture. He is both
Savior and Lord. As Savior He saves us from our sin and
lostness; as Lord He calls for our obedience.
Conversion is taken seriously. Both God's grace and the
human response are kept clearly in focus as indeed they
must. Within the several Christian traditions the Brethren
in Christ have guarded man's freedom to make a responsible response to the offer of God's grace. Article V of
the Manual of Doctrine and Government is devoted to
"Free Will," which indicates this concern.
This freedom of man to respond or reject is recognized
in The Foundation Series. The curriculum seeks to lay
early in the life a foundation by which an intelligent and responsible decision can be made and on which a Christian
life can be built. The Christian faith is presented persuasively in the hope that our children will respond in faith.
One of the underlying concerns shared by those responsible for the curriculum was that conversion is understood to be, from the human standpoint, a decision which
goes beyond ritual and form and peer pressure. A decision
that is free and responsible.
A serious doctrine of the Church. The church is more
than a worshipping community. The church is a caring,
sharing serving community of the converted who take discipleship seriously.
It is in this community of faith that our children are
taught and loved. Here they see what it means to be a
Christian and to be Christian. The church reaches around
the world, crossing national boundaries, and racial and
social lines. Ours is no solo effort. We are part of a committed people—pilgrims and strangers here who are in but
not of this world.
Love is the supreme expression of our Christian relationship. Love marks our relationship to brothers and
sisters in the faith. It is the pattern of our relation to our
neighbor. It is the response to our enemies.
This love is not a theoretical feeling but practical living
in deed and in fact. Jesus was the supreme example of what
love means. The apostle rated it above faith and hope.
In conclusion, let me emphasize that it is important
what curriculum we use to teach our children. To deny this
is to deny teaching in general and Sunday school in particular. We will become like the curriculum we teach.
I believe the coming of The Foundation Series Curriculum is a very significant event in the life of the Brethren in Christ. I believe that we have an opportunity to
equip a generation with a strong biblical foundation; assist
them in experiencing a conversion that is real and biblical,
provide them with an understanding of the Christian life as
one of discipleship and the Christian's relationship as characterized by love.
"For no other foundation can any one lay than that
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 3:13).
Z
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O N E SUNDAY morning a young
single woman was missing from the
congregation. It was several months
until the information was apparent to
most of the group that the so called
"visit to some relatives" really meant
that she was having a child out of wedlock. The parents didn't feel free
enough to share their burden with anyone, but a select few. The pastor
wasn't consulted. The young woman's
world fell apart at least for awhile.
Nothing was ever done as a corporate
group about this situation.
Where was the Word of God? Why
couldn't the congregation care? How
do you communicate when there is
deviant behavior in a Christian group?
There are many more questions that
could be asked about the whole matter
of discipline in the midst of a Christian congregation. How do we maintain the quality of our witness to the
world of wholesome Christian living
and, at the same time, share the good
news that Jesus came to redeem wrong
doers and restore them to newness of
life?
The Brethren in Christ, along with
other Christian groups, have had a
concern about standards, beliefs, faith,
freedom, integrity and trust. We want
to live the Christian way of life and
help each other on that journey. But it
is not easy to discern when to comfort
a brother or sister or when to confront those whom we love.
It is apparent from family life that
only those who love can truly discipline. The Bible explicitly states that
love is a prerequisite for reproof and
chastisement.
"Those whom I love, I reprove and
chasten; so be zealous and repent."
(Revelation 3:19; RSV).
The writer is bishop of the Pacific and the Midwest Regional Conferences. He is serving as the
moderator of the General Conference for the
200th Anniversary
biennium.
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" F o r the Lord reproves him whom
he loves, as a father the son in whom
he delights." (Proverbs 3:12; RSV).
"Know then in your heart that, as a
man disciplines his son, the Lord your
God disciplines you." (Deuteronomy
8:5; RSV).
" F o r the Lord disciplines him
whom he loves, and chastises every
son whom he receives." (Hebrews
12:6; RSV).
From these passages, we could well
understand that any discipline must be
exercised by one who loves deeply and
between persons who have a close
familial relationship.
Before we note some principles that
are needed for a group to participate
in discipline, let us be aware of certain
trends in our culture.
For one thing, discipline in public is
increasingly focused as a responsibility of a few. Is the phrase "law
and order" familiar to you? Just
recently I listened to a news report indicating that the vocation of a policeman or law officer is one of the most
difficult jobs in our society. We want a
few people to do the job that the society wants to avoid. There are more
and more reports of a lack of group
discipline in the schools. And society
makes big news out of a capital
punishment so we can all feel that
somehow we still discipline.
Another mark of our society today
is rank individualism. Everyone has a
right to do his own thing and so we
all feel helpless. Inside, many of us
know when someone has been hurt or
has hurt another but we don't quite
know what to say or do. We are told
we must accept the individual's right
to express any of their desires. This
has also come into our churches.
A helpful little paperback on discipline is Discipling The Brother by
Marlin Jeschke. In this book the
author builds a case that biblical dis-

cipline is really a matter of being discipled. He makes the interesting statement that "Evangelism and church
discipline are both acts of discipling."
If we know when a person is prepared
for baptism and membership, we
ought to also know when they reject
the discipled life.
Too often we have associated discipline with harshness and exclusion or
even excommunication. But the New
Testament, and especially Matthew
18:15-20, speaks of communication,
caring and involving all brothers and
sisters. The passage ends with a focus
on the presence of Christ when we
come together in His name.
In light of that brief background,
there are some factors that we might
consider when it comes to the matter
of church discipline:
1. There is only one gospel and it is
good news to the person who hears it
for the first time or to the person in the
church who sins and needs help.
Jeschke in his book sets forth the
proposition that sin is the rejection of
the discipled life and forgiveness is the
realization of the discipled life. I think
that is worth pondering.
2. We must learn to know each
other if we are to ever discipline or be
disciplined. By the way, it might just
be more c o m f o r t a b l e to be disciplined, and thereby helped, than it is
to help discipline another. And to
know another person is to love them
with a compassion that is only possible through the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
3. A primary factor in discipline is
communication. We will need to hear
and be heard in the midst of our life
together. It is the Scriptures and the
Holy Spirit that will enable us to perceive the life of discipleship. The disciplined life is one that means we are
ever sensitive to each other. One area
of communication needed in the
Evangelical
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church is a clarification on values. We
are too prone to look for the speck in
the other person's eye while a log is
lodged in our own eye (Matthew 7:15). An example of that is to look at another person's lack of discipline, say in
smoking or overeating and forget that
we squander time and money on other
things that are really worthless, like
the modern conveniences or building a
big savings account. (I think Jesus said
moth and rust and thieves can destroy
such things. Matthew 6:19-21).
4. Another basic factor in the life of
discipleship is trust. We will need to
trust each other even when we disagree. That doesn't mean we don't
confront, but it does mean we know
why we either approve or disapprove
of certain behavior patterns. Trust
means that my brothers and sisters
may not always behave like I do but
we will come to the Word of God to-

gether and be the church without rejecting each other.
Now I am fully aware that discipline is not an easy process. But I am
convinced that discipline is possible if
we know what we mean by discipled.
If to be discipled is simply stating that
I accept Jesus as Lord, then the only
point of discipline is when a person
denies that statement. But if the life of
discipleship means living life together
as brothers and sisters under the lordship of Christ, with certain values,
then that is another story. Easy evangelism and easy membership means
"cheap grace" and no basis for discipline. But with church growth as a
vision we need a process of discipleship. For example, if we all agreed to
the principles in the membership
manual, On Being Brethren in Christ,
then when any of us would deny or
blatantly violate those principles, then

we would be able to discipline each
other in love. Unless a church has a
life of discipleship, it ceases to have
meaning. This is not a call for
legalism. This is a call for communication of a life of discipleship so that,
when there is sin, we can proclaim the
gospel and we can experience meaningful discipline.
Marlin Jeschke is probably correct
when he writes, "The really serious
danger to the church's witness is not
the size of a man's sin, but the failure
of the church to do anything about it."
As we go forth to evangelize, let us
also disciple. For the family, whether
as a unit or as a church, is well disciplined when the members are not
spending their time and energy on reclaiming deviants but rather training
and building wholesome disciples. The
answer to church discipline is really
our pattern of discipleship.

The Abuse of Alcohol
Billy Graham

E of the greatest social problems
in America is alcoholism. One hundred million people in the United
States over 15 years of age drink and
eleven million of these are alcoholics.
Statistics show that 450,000 alcoholics are added to the total each year; 52
percent of the new alcoholics are
women.
According to the Department of
H.E.W., for every alcoholic, four
other persons are affected by their behavior.
In one year we are spending in the
United States $35 billion for alcohol,
$500 million for advertising, and
losing $25 billion in lost work time,
health and welfare services, and
property damage.
Alcoholism in America poses a
major problem for police, sociologists,
psychologists and ministers of the
gospel. The problem is so overwhelming that many of them are unable to
cope with the rising tide of alcoholism
and its side effects on the American
people.
August 25, 1977

My hat is off to a former governor
of California who issued an order to
his state employees at state parties,
saying, " C a k e and ice cream at state
employees' parties are fine, but liquor
is definitely out . . . there must be no
drinking, no liquor, no parties or celebrations of that character."
1 am pleased to note that President
Carter has said that no hard drinks
will be served at the White House
during his administration.
Last year it was estimated that 5075 percent of all crime, child abuse
and highway accidents were related to
the use of alcohol.
A paper distributed by the U.S.
Department of Transportation states:
"When a guest leaves your party with
10 percent blood alcohol concentration, the odds are increased seven
times that he or she will be involved in
a traffic accident."
The creeping paralysis of alcoholism is sapping our morals, wrecking
our homes, and luring people away
from the church. To a thinking per-

son, there is simply no argument for
overindulgence.
Most Americans have been too indifferent concerning this problem of
drinking. They hark back to the days
when people cried, " P r o h i b i t i o n
causes drinking!" But they do not
seem to be aware that legalized liquor
has brought even more drinking.
The simple truth is—man is the
same under either system, and if we
don't find something to fill his empty
heart, he will fill his stomach with
artificial stimulants and sedatives.
Many Christians have been too
smug concerning this great and forbidding evil. Negatively they have
folded their hands and said,
"Drunkenness doesn't bother me,"
while at the same time they do nothing
to "bother drunkenness," and to destroy its devastating power.
But we must admit, in all honesty,
that teetotalism as we know it today,
was found only in certain individuals
to page eleven
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The Handling of Enemies
Robert F. Andrews

1 HE other day I watched a young
man avoid trouble. A point of difference was rapidly reaching the place
where angry tempers would boil over.
Sensing that the other party was no
longer speaking from reason, my
young friend walked away from the
scene. In so doing he accepted the
blame for the anger, inviting the censure of the others present; he gave
"victory" to his opponent. But he
avoided conflict, and, most importantly, he salvaged the whole event
for all the participants by following
the principles of Christ in dealing with
enemies.
Do you sometimes have trouble
being agreeable to those with whom
you disagree? Do you feel compelled
to argue a point of difference when
you're right? What about that person
you really have a hard time liking?
Can you let him, or her, have an
advantage over you without bad feelings?
Various Methods Used
Through the ages, various cultures
have developed various ways to deal
with an enemy, depending upon the
special genius of the ruler in charge.
Darius, the king of ancient Persia,
seems to have decided on the treatment of conquered peoples on the
basis of his emotions at the moment.
When he took Babylon, it is said that
"he crucified three thousand of the
most distinguished inhabitants" because he was angry over their rebellion. Alexander the Great was much
more deliberate in his handling of
enemies. He adopted measures calculated to educate the world in the
Greek language and culture. His
methods varied according to the mood
of the people. "Alexander rewarded
submission with clemency. Those who
resisted him incurred punishment,
often of the harshest kind."
In the first quarter of the thirteenth
century, hordes of Mongols swept out
of Manchuria. At their head rode
Genghis Khan, a man described as
having " a pitiless ambition and an
The writer is the minister on the Light and Life
Hour, the radio ministry of the Free Methodist
Church.
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awful ability to pillage, subjugate, and
destroy." Historians have estimated
that nearly 18.5 million died in his
conquest of China and eastern Europe.
In the Middle Ages, a minor nobleman from Florence, Italy, Niccolo
Machiavelli, gained prominence as a
writer of political advice. He says, " I t
is to be remarked that, in seizing a
state, the usurper ought to examine
closely into all those injuries it is
necessary for him to inflict, and to do
them all at one stroke so as not to have
to repeat them daily." There was a
total lack of moral compunction and a
preoccupation with self-interest. The
only consideration was to advance the
cause of the ruler.
Examples from Old Testament
Self-service in dealing with enemies
is found even in the Old Testament.
God gave strict instructions to Israel
about how they were to conduct themselves at the fall of the great city of
Jericho. "Joshua ordered his men
'The Lord has given you the city! The
city and everything in it must be
totally destroyed as an offering to the
L o r d ' " (Joshua 6:16-17, TEV). "They
set fire to the city and burned it to the
ground, along with everything in it,
except the things made of gold, silver,
bronze, and iron, which they took and
put in the Lord's treasury" (Joshua
6:24, TEV). This complete destruction of the enemy stronghold served
the same purpose for Joshua as it did
for Alexander and others, for the Bible
records, " S o the Lord was with
Joshua, and his fame spread through
the whole country" (Joshua 6:27,
TEV).
But few people are military conquerors who have to deal with entire
cities and nations of enemies. Most of
us are troubled on the level of personal differences with people we find it
hard to like. How do you handle that
kind of enemy? The truth of the matter
is that the usual manner of dealing
with individual disagreements has the
same self-serving philosophy used by
dictators.
New Way Introduced
By Jesus
Jesus Christ introduced an entirely

new way of handling enemies. In His
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said,
"You have heard that it was said, 'An
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.'
But I tell you, Do not resist an evil
person, if someone strikes you on the
right cheek, turn to him the other also.
And if someone wants to sue you and
take your tunic, let him have your
cloak as well. I f someone forces you to
go one mile, go with him two miles.
Give to the one who asks you, and do
not turn away from the one who wants
to borrow from you.
"You have heard that it was said,
'Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy,' But I tell you, love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of
your Father in heaven. He causes his
sun to rise on the evil and the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and
unrighteous. If you love those who
love you, what reward will you get?
Are not even the tax collectors doing
that? And if you greet only your
brothers, what are you doing more
than others? Do not even pagans do
that? Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect" (Matt.
5:38-48, NIV). This principle of extending love and kindness to those
who are opposed to you is unique to
Christ.
Yet it is a principle that worked in
the lives of His apostles. After much
suffering in the service of the Lord,
Peter still pointed to the example of
Christ. " H e committed no sin, and no
one ever heard a lie come from his lips.
When he was insulted, he did not
answer back with an insult; when he
suffered, he did not threaten" (I Peter
2:23, TEV). Peter himself had gone
through many hardships and earned
the right to echo the words of Jesus,
" D o not pay back evil with evil or
cursing with cursing; instead, pay back
with a blessing" (I Peter 3:9, TEV). As
an old man, John emphasized, "The
message you heard from the very
beginning is this: we must love one another" (I John 3:11, TEV). As a Pharisee, Paul persecuted Christians to the
death. After becoming a Christian
to page thirteen
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Religious News
7,298 Registrants Make 1977
C.B.A.s Largest Convention
Neither heat from the atmosphere nor
from vocal pickets protesting the antihomosexual stand of a participant (Anita
Bryant) slowed the 28th annual convention of the Christian Booksellers Association held in Kansas City, Mo., as it drew a
record 7,298 buyers, suppliers, and allied
personnel engaged in a Christian publishing enterprise approaching a billion dollars annually.
Participants came from all 50 states and
36 foreign countries to visit 325 exhibits,
sit in 17 workshops and enjoy the ext r a v a g a n t musical p r o d u c t i o n s in the
Music Hall of the H. Roe Bartle convention complex July 10-14.
T h e 2,300 member stores had a 19.3%
increase in gross sales last year, according
to CBA Executive Vice President John T.
Bass, and v o l u m e at this convention
doubled for at least two publishing houses.
Gays Picket Anita Bryant at C.B.A.
S o m e 400 noisy young people marched
in circles outside the Municipal Auditorium plaza in Kansas City, Mo., protesting the appearance of singer Anita
Bryant during the 28th annual Christian
Booksellers Association convention.
Their leading banner proclaimed,
"Lesbians U n i t e ! " as they hurried first to
the Radisson-Muehlebach hotel, then to
the Music Hall in a vain search for the
person the homosexuals feel has unjustly
challenged their rights. Other placards
read, " G a y P o w e r , " and " J u d g e not that
ye be not j u d g e d . "
After singing at an evening concert
sponsored by Fleming H. Revell, Miss
Bryant crossed the street to the Music Hall
to appear on a telecast being taped by the
700 club.
Even though her anti-homosexual stand
has cost her work and prompted threats
against her, the singer said emphatically
that she will continue her crusade.
Bible Misused, Misunderstood,
Translator Tells Pastors, Rabbis
T h e Bible is the most misunderstood and
misused book of all time, Bible translator
Robert G. Bratcher told an ecumenical
group of church pastors and rabbis meeting in Greenville, S. C.
Bratcher, chief translator of " G o o d
News for Modern M a n " and chairman of
the team which translated " T o d a y ' s English Version" of the Bible said: "Although
the Bible is the best seller of all time and
has been translated into 1,306 languages
and is available to 96 percent of the world
population if they could read, it is also the
most misunderstood and misused book of
all time."
" W i t h o u t understanding its history, we
cannot understand its message," Bratcher
said. " I t ' s message comes from definite
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times and circumstances, involving places
and people, reflecting concepts and presuppositions, all of which is expressed in
cultural and linguistic forms. To take the
Bible seriously is to try to understand its
historical, cultural and literary origins."
Congregationalists Pack
Westminster Chapel Service
Congregationalists from nine countries,
including more than 200 from the United
States, packed Westminster Chapel in
London in a thanksgiving service for their
first world fellowship conference.
For the American delegates, the
weeklong gathering of the International
Congregational Fellowship—ICF—was a
return to the home country of their spiritual forebears, the Pilgrim Fathers.
Participants said a highlight of the week
c a m e in ancient W e s t m i n s t e r Abbey,
where the 800 delegates were invited to
hold Holy Communion service according
to Congregationalist custom—the first in
the Anglican abbey since the rule of Oliver
Cromwell three centuries ago, according to
the Associated Press. Westminster Chapel,
site of the thanksgiving service, is a
separate, independent church used by
many Christian organizations.
Kentucky Educator Denies
Accreditation Veto Bans Freedom
The Rev. Bob Brown, chairman of the
Kentucky Board of Education, says the
board's decision to deny accreditation to
20 religious schools does not infringe on
anyone's religious freedom.
Robert DePrez, a leader of antibusing
forces in Louisville, has filled a $150,000
lawsuit in U.S. District Court against the
Rev. Mr. Brown, a Baptist minister, and
the state board, contending his constitutional rights to freedom of religion are
being denied because of the action.
DePrez' children attended one of the
schools which the state refused to accredit, Metropolitan Christian, in Louisville. The children who attended that
school, as well as a similar church-related
school in Madisonville, were considered
truant by the state, the Associated Press
reported.
The Rev. Mr. Brown said accreditation
was denied Metropolitan Christian and the
Madisonville facility because " t h e teachers are not qualified, the facilities are inadequate, they don't use books on the state
list" and because "they teach that everything in the Bible is literally true from
Genesis all the way through."
Interest in Evangelical Christianity
Growing, Says Salvation Army Leader
There is renewed interest in evangelical
Christianity around the world, but not
revival in the old-fashioned sense of the
term, says the new international head of
the Salvation Army.
Canadian-born General-elect Arnold
Brown, 63, says the resurgence of interest
in spiritual matters makes it easier for pastors and clergy to talk to people about
Christianity in a way that wasn't possible
40 years ago.
"1 don't think great crowds will flock
back to mainline Churches, but people are
talking more freely about spiritual things,
and evangelical denominations are on the
rise because of new conversions," he said.

Bill Raising Retirement Age
Endorsed by House Panel
A House of Representatives panel has
approved a bill that would eliminate mandatory retirement for federal employees
and raise the mandatory retirement age in
private business from 65 to 70 years.
Under present law, federal employees
may be forced to retire at age 70 and
workers in private business and those employed by municipalities and states may be
forced to retire at age 65.
The bill approved by the House Education and Labor Committee also directs the
Secretary of Labor to prepare a study on
the feasibility of eliminating mandatory
retirement from private businesses.
George W. Cornell of AP
Receives Merrell Award
George W. Cornell, religion writer for
the Associated Press, has received the
$1,000 Jim Merrell Religious Liberty
Memorial award for the best newspaper
article of 1976 defending and promoting
religious liberty as guaranteed by the First
Amendment to the Constitution.
Blackout: Scores of Ministers, Priests
Walked Streets in Effort to Calm People
Scores of ministers and priests took to
the streets in attempts to calm citizens and
deter looters during New York City's July
13-14 power blackout.
Despite their efforts, and those of public
officials and police and fire departments,
large areas lay devastated when the lights
came on. Hardest hit were the South
Bronx, East Harlem, in Manhattan; Bedf o r d - S t u y v e s t a n t and Brownsville in
Brooklyn; and Jamaica, Queens.
Jewish Immigration From USSR
To Israel Shows Decline
Immigration of Jews from the Soviet
Union to Israel declined during the first six
months of 1977, Israeli official reports disclose.
At the same time, however, the reports
noted that Jewish immigration from Latin
America and South America had shown
increases. During the first six months,
3,394 Jews came here from the U S S R and
603 from other Eastern European countries. In the 1976 period, 3,655 entered
Israel from the U S S R and 80 from other
Soviet bloc nations.
Homes for Retarded Adults
A C h r i s t i a n residence for r e t a r d e d
adults has been established in Waterloo,
Ontario, under the sponsorship of Christian Horizons, Inc.
The official opening of Horizon House
was held on May 7, 1977, which also
marked the 12th anniversary of this evangelical, trans-denominational ministry to
exceptional persons.
Dr. Gordon Bergtnan, President of
Christian Horizons, announced that this
first home is the pilot project of an anticipated network of such residences to be
established across the country. Plans are
now under way for the second home to be
located in the Niagara region.
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There is a moving of the Spirit of God among the young men in Zambia
today. One shares his testimony from National Service Camp in

When All Else Fails, Try God
Yotham
I W A S so deep and so lost in sin when
the loving Jesus found me. 1 sinned
against God and I did a lot of
abominable things before Him. I
cursed His Word and denounced Him
publicly. During my school days I
used to drink and smoke heavily. I was
among the group of few boys who
were fond of playing truant at school.
I had indulged myself in the dirty
game of going after women and at one
time encountered a pregnancy case
though I denied it fiercely. I lied to my
parents and brothers so that they
would give me money which I would
use in drinking. I was not only possessed by the devil to do these things
but went to the extent of disrespecting
my parents and lost true love for them.
1 traveled all these paths and many
others hoping to achieve three things:
happiness, freedom and peace. But as
I tried each one, somehow I found that
they all ended up in tragedy. I was
always bound, no freedom and no
peace of mind. Always possessed by
fear, my mind was full of superstitions. In order to preserve security
around me, I took to roots and many
other abominable things. I had built
myself a very strong faith in the ruler
of the world, Satan.
Then someone used the power of
Satan to work a curse on me.
This was early February, 1977. My
health sank and I began to lose weight.
I experienced strange dreams at night.
Often I would wake up in the middle
of the night sweating and hear strange
sounds outside. In the morning I
would feel very weak. I lost appetite
for food. The broad smile I used to
wear on my face was replaced with a
pale look.
The first thing that came to my
mind was to consult a witch doctor.
I found one, a woman in Chawama
Compound in the southern end of

Sikwangala

Lusaka. She attended me with all the
make-believe kindness, giving me
different kinds of medicines, roots,
amulets and charms. She set rules for
me on how to take the medicines and
restricted me from eating a certain
kind of food, warning that I would
really be in trouble if I took it. I spent
a lot of money and time visiting this
woman every weekend, hoping to regain my health.
I used these medicines for quite a
long time but no improvement showed
in my health. Seeing that my health
was really failing me and there remained no other way for me, the kind
Lord came in and took advantage of
the situation. Through a way I shall
never clearly understand, He called me
to Him and I accepted Him as my personal Savior.
The House Cleaning
Just over two months ago I came to
the Lord and found the right path that
leads to the treasure of joy, freedom
and peace of mind. He showed me that
in Him was everything, eternal life,
happiness and peace with God. I
earnestly prayed and in two days time
I regained my health. I became more
physically fit than I was before.
Strange dreams and strange sounds
ceased and I began to sleep well at
night. Strange dreams were replaced
by holy dreams. I threw away all the
medicine I had in the toilet. I burnt
everything that I realized was blocking my full communion with God. I
stopped visiting the woman who used
to attend to me and I prayed to God
that He would give me courage to go
to that woman and proclaim His
Word to her. After two weeks of praying, I felt I had courage enough to face
her. I went. I told her about the Word
of God and excused myself from her
treatment.

The Dream
Because of my weak faith in Jesus, I
feared that the woman might turn
against me because of denouncing her
power. I feared that if she cursed me in
the power of Satan, the trouble might
come again. I prayed to the Lord for
His protection and the following night
the answer came in a dream.
I dreamed that I was wandering in a
close bush in the late of the day. Suddenly this woman emerged from nowhere. T h e r e a p p e a r e d a n o t h e r
woman behind her, completely naked,
and holding a fly whisk in her right
hand. They both began to chase me,
casting curses at me and denouncing
the name of God. They ran at a great
speed, wanting to kill me for having
turned to the Lord. I was so scared
that I failed to run fast. At last they
caught up with me and the one
whipped me with the fly whisk. I
screamed aloud and spelled the name
of Jesus on my lips. (I John 5:4). Just
before I sank down, I felt a strange
power and I lifted myself up and began
to fly. I flew high, circling the place
where the women were, praising the
name of Jesus. Then I flew away and
landed somewhere in a thicket. It was
getting dark and I didn't know where I
was. As I wandered a few steps, I
came upon a colt with a belt around its
neck. No one was in charge of it so I
got hold of its belt and it led me to a
place where there were lights.

It is only now that I realize how far
I had wandered from the home of the
Father. It is only now that I realize
how much I wronged and insulted
God. I surely deserved the death
penalty, but God is so kind that He
called me back. I owe a lot to Him and
I've got a feeling that the time remainto page thirteen

W e are seeing young people who had attended our schools with no apparent interest in
spiritual things while there, but once out on their own, awaking to the fact that they are
missing the most important issues of life.
The question is: would these people be finding the Lord without having "had the equipment installed" at mission schools? After all, it is a promise that God's Word will not
return void.
,...
_
— P e t e and M i m Stern
Lusaka, Zambia
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MDS Goes
to Johnstown
Less than two days after the July
flood in Johnstown, Pa., Mennonite
Disaster Service volunteers were busy
helping residents of the city and the
nearby towns of Scalp Level and
Seanor dig out from under the mud.
Wednesday night, July 20, Johnstown and the surrounding areas were

Rhodesia

Church Planting
at Chelmar
"There are baptism/communion
services at Chelmar this weekend."
"Where is Chelmar?"
" O h , about 20 kilometers from
Bulawayo on the Nayamandlovu
road."
" I never h e a r d of t h e place
before."
It all started about four years ago
when a Brethren in Christ teacher
was placed at Chelmar School on a
European (white) farm to teach the
children of the people who worked at
the dairy. There are many employees which form a little community there. Since there was no
place for the children of the employees to go to school, the employer built a school.
W h e n this C h r i s t i a n t e a c h e r
arrived, there were no Sunday services, no religious activities. But one
young man desired to study the
Bible. From that small beginning
began an active Christian witness.
The Bible study with the young man
developed into prayers in the evening for the whole community, then to
Sunday school and worship services
on Sunday.
This small group at Chelmar has
continued to grow. More Brethren in
Christ teachers were added to the

inundated with repeated thunderstorms which dumped about 11 inches
of rain on them during the night causing creeks and rivers to flood and the
Laurel Run Dam north of Johnstown
to break.
Floodwaters carried tombstones,
rocks, trees, cars, trailers and entire

staff, youth began to repent as they
studied the Word, and they were encouraged from time to time by
groups coming from Bulawayo to
give programs and help with the Sunday services. On the 16th April 1977,
twenty-one youth and children were
baptized. For the first time, the following day (Sunday) these young
people participated in their first communion service.
It
was
a
beautiful
weekend—weatherwise
and
church
planting-wise. It all began when a
near retirement-age teacher was
placed there, almost against her will.
She had in mind to do some other
kind of work. But God had other
plans. He knew about this village of
people who needed shepherding.
Let us pray for Chelmar, that God
will give wisdom and personnel to
continue the work of nurturing these
young people. The seed has been
planted and it has matured. Now the
tender plants need to be cultivated
and watered with the Word. Pray
that this work of small beginnings
may continue to grow and produce
fruit.
Sometimes Christians find themselves in circumstances in which they
do not know the next steps to take,
when all the time God has it planned.
Then is the time to seek His face,
move slowly (or not at all) until His
will is made clear. Maybe there are
other similar areas where God has in
mind that churches can be planted;
remote areas that need willing workers to obey His call.
Edna Switzer,
Bulawayo

Mud piles up like mid-summer snow as one looks
down Summer Street in Johnstown, Pa. Paul
Wingert, Thomas, Pa., moves mud with his
tractor in the background. (MCC photo by
Sarah Ann Eby).

houses as far as several miles from
where they originally stood. Rushing
rivers ate away at the roadbeds under
cement highways and took giant bites
out of macadam roads.
After the water subsided and cleanup began more than 50 persons were
dead and more than 100 missing.
Everything was covered with a thick
layer of mud. Telephone lines were
down; electricity, water and sewage
were inoperative.
By Friday, 70 M D S volunteers were
busy cleaning up mud. Saturday, 50
volunteers were on the job.
One of their first tasks was to clean
out the First Mennonite Church of
Johnstown, located along the river, to
serve as a center from which other
clean-up needs of that community
could be facilitated. Mud and water
had filled the church basement to within two inches of the church sanctuary
floor which is elevated several steps
above ground level. One volunteer,
driving a tractor with a plow, spent
Saturday after the flood removing a
layer of mud several inches thick from
the street near the church much in the
same fashion as snow.
Other volunteers helped residents of
Scalp Level and Seanor carry mudcovered items out of their houses and
shovel mud from their basements.
M D S Region I Coordinator Landis
Hershey of Lancaster, Pa., who visited
the area July 23 along with Richard
Shertzer, Lancaster area coordinator,
indicated that the M D S operation at
Johnstown could last several months.
The local project directors said that
downed phone lines were making local
coordination difficult and that during
the initial 10 days following the flood
they would concentrate on organizing
local M D S volunteers and arranging
for the feeding and lodging of those
coming from a distance. They estimated that a call for M D S volunteers from outside the area would
come at the end of July.
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Discipleship Includes
Peacemaking
Daniel Zehr

T h e E N D of the Vietnam war and
the U.S. military draft that accompanied it brought about a sigh of relief
among those who have historically
held to a non-resistant peace position.
They are now relieved because, at least
for a time, the pressure is off their
draft-age men to decide for or against
participation in the military. They can
now return to the pursuit of life vocations, m a k e money, and live in
freedom and prosperity. For some it
provides freedom to pursue, uninhibited by war, specialized training
for a Christian ministry.
These reactions on the surface
appear good, but might they reflect a
shallow commitment to the extent that
peacemaking as a part of discipleship
is seen only when one's country is at
war?
A close look at Jesus' life and teaching indicates that peacemaking is a
daily commitment and not merely
turned on when there is war. The truth
of this is perhaps best shown in the
conflict between Jesus and His disciples, notably Peter.
As Lord of the new kingdom or
creation (implying that He is at variance with the kingdom of this world
(Satan) for which some would fight),
Jesus repeatedly clashed with his disciples. Matthew 16:13-28 recounts
Peter's confession of faith (vv. 13-20),
then his reaction to Jesus' announcement that he must suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third
day be raised (vv. 21-22), Jesus' response to Peter's reaction, and Jesus'
call to cross bearing for all who would
follow him (vv. 24-28).
Jesus commended Peter for confessing, " Y o u are the Christ, the son of
the living G o d . " (v. 16) Moments later
in the account (v. 23) Jesus turned to
Peter and said, "Get behind me,
Satan! You are a hindrance to me; for
you are not on the side of God, but of
men."
Why this strong rebuke? Peter was
responding to Jesus' announcement of
his death and was not about to allow
The writer is Director for Peace and Social
Concerns for MCC (Canada).
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the "Christ, the son of the living G o d "
to suffer and be killed. Instead Peter
was prepared to defend Jesus by
violence, which he did later at Jesus'
arrest in Gethsemane by drawing his
sword and cutting off the ear of the
high priest's slave (see Matthew 26:5156 and John 18:10-11). Jesus responded to him, " P u t your sword back
into its place; for all who take the
sword will perish by the sword."
Peter and Jesus were operating out
of two different kingdoms, Peter from
the kingdom to which Jesus refers in
John 18:36 as of this world and for
which his servants would fight, and
Jesus from ,the new kingdom that
comes about T)y suffering, and resurrection.
Immediately after Jesus rebuked
Peter for his readiness to defend Him
violently, Jesus told His disciples, "If
any man would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. For whoever would save his
life will lose it, and whoever loses his
life for my sake will find it." (Matthew
16:24-25)
Peter was not alone in attempting to
follow Jesus with one foot in the old
kingdom, for in Matthew 17:23 other
disciples were "greatly distressed" at
Jesus again foretelling his death and
resurrection.
On one occasion (Luke 9:51-56)
when Jesus was being denied entrance
into a Samaritan village on His way
to Jerusalem, James and John said,
"Lord, do you want us to bid fire come
down from heaven and consume
them?" James and John were prepared to remove the Samaritans by
violence who stood in the way of their
Lord and His mission. But Jesus
rebuked them by saying, "You do not
know what manner of spirit you are
of; for the son of man came not to
destroy men's lives, but to save them."
During the height of the Vietnam
War, an evangelical magazine urged
prayer for the success of the American G.I.'s in Vietnam so that the
gospel could later go forth in that
country. The Vietnamese experienced
fire from heaven in the form of bombs,
and it consumed many of them. But

for Vietnamese, as declared earlier by
a Japanese for his countrymen, the
mushroom of the bomb will for a long
time obscure the Christian cross. Jesus
never justified violent means to an end
even as worthy as His redemption for
the lost.
This brings us to the question of a
deeper understanding of the cross and
resurrection of Christ, and in turn of
the cross and resurrection to which he
calls his disciples. This provides the
key to the door through which we
must pass from the old kingdom to the
new kingdom or creation.
In Christ's body on the cross was
gathered together the power and
strategy of the kingdom of this world.
These along with the devil's power as
the "deceiver of the whole world and
the accuser of the brethren" (Revelation 12:9-10) were brought to an end in
Christ's death on the cross. Through
the "eternal Spirit" (Hebrews 9:14)
Christ was raised by God to usher in
the new kingdom with its lordship
defined as servanthood. It is at precisely this point where Christendom
has largely missed the significance of
the cross and the resurrection. Not
only does our following Him by taking
up our cross prepare our souls for
heaven, but through being resurrected
into a new life it provides the strategy
of the new kingdom. This includes
strategy for daily living, and relating
to God, fellow humans, and creation
itself. So when Jesus talks about leaving a peace with us that the world does
not offer (John 14:27), it includes not
only an inner peace, but a new kingdom-inspired peacemaking under
Christ's kingship.
Therefore it follows that if we are
subjects in Christ's kingdom, we also
follow Him in our peacemaking. Paul
says in Colossians 2:15, " H e (Jesus)
disarmed the principalities and powers
and made a public example of them,
triumphing over them in the cross."
Those principalities and powers functioning under the kingdom of this
world, and ready to defend the warring
of nation against nation, are defeated
for those who have taken up their
cross and follow Jesus in the resurrected life.
The same Peter who defended Jesus
by violence wrote in his first letter
(4:12-16) about the Christian and
suffering. He says, "Beloved, do not
be surprised at the fiery ordeal which
comes upon you to prove you, as
t h o u g h s o m e t h i n g s t r a n g e were
happening to you. But rejoice in so far
as you share Christ's sufferings, that
you may also rejoice and be glad when
his glory is revealed. If you are reproached for the name of Christ, you
to page thirteen
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THE A B U S E OF ALCOHOL
from page five

in the Scriptures, especially those who
had taken the Nazarite vow, like John
the Baptist. The alcoholic beverages of
the Middle East in that period were
very much weaker than modern drink.
Biblical scholars such as Alfred Edersheim tell us that the wine of biblical
times was mixed with water.
The Bible does teach, as Paul admonished Timothy, that alcohol can
be used for medicinal purposes. Many
modern medicines have alcohol in
them. Many doctors prescribe small
amounts of wine and even sometimes
brandy to the sick or the aged. We
must also admit that Jesus Himself
was accused of being a wine-bibber.
While the argument that total abstinence is hard to prove from the
Bible—yet another scriptural admonition comes into force. The Apostle
Paul devoted most of the 14th chapter
of Romans to this subject. He went so
far as to say that " I t is good neither to
eat flesh, nor to drink wine . . . nor
anything whereby thy brother stumbleth" (Romans 14:21). But He also
made it clear that we have a free conscience before the Lord and are not to
judge the one who feels it is wrong to
eat and drink . . . Nor are we to judge
the one who does . . . so long as he
does it unto the Lord . . . does not hurt
the testimony of Christ—and does not
cause a brother to stumble.
However, it is my judgment that because of the devastating problem that
alcohol has become in America, it is
better for Christians to be teetotalers
except for medicinal purposes.
The Bible is not silent about any
force which threatens the souls of men.
It lashes out against any and all of
Satan's tricks and devices, and it is
very clear in its denunciation of
drunkenness.
Drunkenness is one of the oldest
sins and is considered one of the most
destructive. The sands of history are
strewn with the wreckage of lives and
nations ruined by alcoholism.
Drunkenness brought moral disgrace to Lot and his family.
Drunkenness paralyzed Belshazzar
and his lords and delivered them into
the hands of their enemies. Drunkenness and other kindred sins caused
God to write upon the gilded walls of
the palace, "Thou art weighed in the
balances, and art found wanting"
(Daniel 5:27).
Drunkenness plagued the Caesars
and was one of the major causes of
Rome's debauch and downfall.
Drunkenness tricked Alexander the
Great who, although he had conquered the world, died in a drunken
August
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stupor, a pathetic figure of his own
appetite and lust.
Drunkenness is clearly denounced in
the Bible. In the Tribunal of Sacred
Writ and in the Court of Reason,
drunkenness is given an irrefutable
verdict of "guilty," and stands condemned as a menace to society, an insult to God, and a disgrace to man.
This subtle evil of intemperance has
tightened its grip upon our society and
is taking an ever-increasing toll of
human life.
In the United States a report published by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism stated
that nearly one out of seven 12th
graders admit to getting drunk at least
once a week. A 1976 report by the
Minnesota Council on Alcohol Problems states that 1.3 million teenagers
12-17 have a drinking problem; 450,000 between 10-17 are alcoholics.
Evangeline Booth of the Salvation
Army, who, through her great organization, gathered up human wreckage from the skid rows of the world,
never spoke truer words than when she
said, "Drink has drained more blood,
hung more crepes, sold more homes,
plunged more people into bankruptcy, armed more villains, slain
more children, snapped more wedding
rings, defiled more innocence, blinded
more eyes, twisted more limbs, dethroned more reason, wrecked more
manhood, dishonored more womanhood, broken more hearts, driven
more to suicide, and dug more graves,
than any other poisonous scourge that
ever swept its death-dealing waves
across the world."
The Bible puts drunkenness in the
same category with other vicious sins.
Listen, " N o r thieves, nor covetous,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of
G o d " (I Corinthians 6:10).
I am duty bound to stand with the
Bible on the question of drunkenness.
Any sin that can keep a man out of the
kingdom of God must be earnestly denounced by the preacher of the gospel.
It plainly says, ". . . no drunkard . . .
shall inherit the kingdom of God."
Why does the Bible so clearly denounce drunkenness? First, because it
is an enemy of human life. Anything
that is against man and his welfare,
God is against. Twenty-one percent of
the suicides in the U.S. are related to
alcohol use; 40 percent of the problems brought to the courts are related
to alcohol.
Fifty percent of all traffic accidents
where a fatality is involved are caused
by alcohol.
Our crime rate has increased in
direct ratio to our mounting alcoholic
consumption. I'm not saying that non-

drinking persons do not commit
crime, but I am saying that drinking
preconditions a person for crime and
evil. No wonder the Bible says, "Wine
is a mocker, strong drink is raging;
and whosoever is deceived thereby is
not wise" (Proverbs 20:1).
Fifty-five percent of modern parents are either social or habitual drinkers. Many fathers and mothers can't
spend a holiday, go on a picnic,
observe a birthday, celebrate Christmas, or entertain friends without hard
drink. A juvenile judge recently observed that in three out of five cases of
teenaged crime, either the fathers or
the mothers were excessive drinkers.
Third, drinking is related to immorality and sin. "Let us walk honestly . . . not in rioting and drunkenness,
not in chambering and wantonness . .
." (Romans 13:13). Drinking awakens
the passions but puts the soul to sleep.
It dulls the reason but sharpens the
lustful spirit of man.
Noah got into trouble because of
too much drink. Belshazzar lost an
empire because of too much drink.
Solomon lost his power with God because of drink and strange women.
Every day we receive hundreds of
letters, many of them telling of homes
that are on the verge of collapse because of drunkenness. I would say that
next to immorality, alcoholism is the
major cause of broken homes.
I realize that many of you will say,
"But Billy, don't you know that alcoholism is a disease?" I've heard that;
and it may be partly true, but not altogether.
The simple truth is this—man's
heart without God is like a vacuum. In
our self-sufficiency we try to make it
alone without God. When the going
gets rough, however, we need outside
help.
When we refuse to turn to God who
has promised to be a "present help in
trouble" (Psalm 46:1), we resort to all
sorts of t h i n g s — p l e a s u r e , lust,
drunkenness, revellings and wantonness.
But thousands of people are finding
that these things cannot fill the
vacuum. As St. Augustine once said
(he, too, was a former drunkard), " M y
soul was restless until I found rest in
God."
I am preaching regeneration and
transformation. The acceptance of
Christ as Savior will'change the desire
of man's heart and satisfy it.
I've seen lives changed and transformed by the redeeming power of
Jesus Christ. I've seen homes brought
together. Christ will give happiness
without a headache, joy without a
hangover, and a thrill without a dark
brown taste in the morning.
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Ready for Retirement?
Robert H. Felix, M.D.

A s O N E contemplates retirement he, and each member
of his family who will be affected, should seriously consider some points which have major bearing upon the success of such a move.
(1) Should one move to a completely new locality or
stay within a familiar circle of friends and acquaintances?
In the present mobile society there may be no group of
friends with whom a good part of a lifetime has been spent.
It is one thing to grow from young to old in one community and quite another to have lived in a number of
places with no deep roots in any. The real question is what
the community where one has lived and worked means in
terms of emotional support and fulfillment.
(2) Should a retiree follow a variation of the old job or
change to something entirely new and different?
It is important whether the old job has beeny'«57 a job or
whether it has provided a source of satisfaction. An accountant may derive real pleasure from working with
figures and continue to do similar work for church and
civic groups. On the other hand, a job may have been a
source of tension and unhappiness and the last thing one
would want to continue.
(3) Which will suit one's style of life best—living in a
single house, an apartment, or an arrangement developed
solely for retired persons? (At the same time, the psychological implications of living for the most part with
people of one's own age should be considered.)
There are advantages and disadvantages for each
residential setting. Personal preferences and capacities
must be taken into account. What is necessary to keep up a
house and yard? Does one like to garden? Does Mrs. Ward
mind taking an elevator to her "house"? Is it uncomfortable living across the hall or across the wall from people
one scarcely knows? Would a retirement community
reduce the pressure of responsibility? Do contemporaries
remind Jerome Baxter of his own advancing years or do
they reassure him that he is younger than his chronological age?
(4) What climate will be most conducive to health?
Higher altitudes can be a problem for some cardiac
patients. Many arthritics feel better in a hot, dry climate.
Asthmatics may be more comfortable in some parts of the
country than others. Physical condition and one's expectations in the future from the standpoint of climate must be
considered.
(5) What medical resources are available in the present
community or the proposed one?
Whether moving or staying, ready availability of medical care is of prime importance, especially to the elder resident. What about emergency services? What help would be
possible in the middle of the night? What about health
maintenance facilities? What resources exist for skilled
counseling and support for emotional problems? How convenient are hospital and ambulatory care resources for
medical problems relative to heart, joints, eyes, tumors?
(6) How do the cultural resources of the anticipated
new home compare with those now enjoyed or desired for
the future?
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One's favorite activities should be accessible and economically feasible, wherever one goes. The symphony, the
civic opera or chorus, bring a great deal of pleasure to
music lovers. Others enjoy painting or sculpture or ballet
or creative writing. Adult education courses answer the
wishes of many retirees—and their spouses—who always
wanted to learn Spanish or woodworking.
(7) Will anticipated income permit full enjoyment of
moving and adapting to a new location?
There are two stages in life when a realistic, conservative budget of income and expenditures should be drawn
up and agreed to by all parties before a critical step is
taken. One of these stages is marriage; the other is retirement. What can be realistically anticipated as income?
What are fixed expenses, including the assembling of a
"crisis fund"? After that, what is available for moving, acquiring a new home, and enjoyment of the retirement
years? Each person looking toward retirement must make
an honest appraisal of income expected and funds needed
in order to plan effectively.
(8) What opportunities are available for taking part in
activities for community betterment?
A very wise, very old, and very active man once said,
"The way to die young is to eat and sit." So long as a
person is a part of a community, that community needs
whatever talents he has. By the same token, everybody
needs the community. In choosing a retirement site,
serious consideration should be given to the opportunities
for fulfilling this mutual need. Those opportunities may be
in civic organizations, voluntary agencies, church programs, or any number of service activities offering a
chance for satisfaction through giving of self.
(9) Who is likely to be financially dependent upon the
retiree and, thus, vitally concerned with plans one may
make?
Dependency of others must be considered as one makes
choices regarding retirement. The spouse may really concur with plans being made—or simply agree to them because this is what the partner wants. The true wishes of
each spouse should be brought into the open and weighed
carefully. Other persons may be affected, too. Are there invalid or otherwise dependent relatives sharing the home or
some who need to have the retiree close by for assistance?
These family members may be ill-suited physically or emotionally to a proposed new location. Does the principal
have the resources to make a new start somewhere else and
still carry the responsibilities he or she feels for these dependents?
(10) What location would be conducive to maintaining
and strengthening family ties?
There is no universal answer to this question. Living too
near can, in some cases, be as disruptive of family ties as
living at too great a distance. Just because members of a
family think they would never get on one another's nerves
does not necessarily mean that impression is correct. What
has been the life pattern? Does a little of each other go a
long way? If one goes far away will the family be able to
visit, and vice versa?
Careful thought and honest answers to these questions
will go far to make later years full and enjoyable.
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Seminarians in Retreat-Seminar
Sixteen s e m i n a r i a n s and recent g r a d u ates and fourteen wives attended the f o u r t h
biennial s e m i n a r - r e t r e a t sponsored by the
C o m m i t t e e on Ministerial Training. T h e
E l k h a r t , I n d i a n a , C a m p u s of the Associated M e n n o n i t e Biblical S e m i n a r i e s was
the setting for this retreat, held J u n e 27July 2. T h e s e retreats a r e t h e occasion for
s e m i n a r i a n s and wives f r o m the four seminaries to learn t o k n o w each o t h e r , meet
church leaders of the d e n o m i n a t i o n , and
study doctrine, polity, and practices as
these relate t o t h e Brethren in Christ
Church.
E a c h of t h e four r e c o m m e n d e d semin a r i e s — W e s t e r n Evangelical S e m i n a r y ,
P o r t l a n d , O r e g o n ; A s b u r y Theological
Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky; Ashland
Theological S e m i n a r y , A s h l a n d , O h i o ; and
A s s o c i a t e M e n n o n i t e Biblical Seminaries,
E l k h a r t , I n d i a n a — w e r e represented by
s e m i n a r i a n s in attendance.
R e s o u r c e p e r s o n s s h a r i n g in t h e
s e m i n a r - r e t r e a t were Dr. O w e n Alderfer,
D r . A r t h u r M . C l i m e n h a g a , Dr. H e n r y A.
G i n d e r , Dr. M a r i o n Heisey, David and
D o r c a s C l i m e n h a g a , J . W i l m e r Heisey,
J o h n A r t h u r B r u b a k e r , Erwin W . T h o m a s ,
E u g e n e Wingert, and J o h n and Alice
Grace Zercher.
T h e Publication Board hosted the
s e m i n a r i a n s and wives and a r e a churchm e n at a dinner at which Dr. W a l t e r
W i n g e r , pastor of the Carlisle congregation was the speaker.
J o h n Z e r c h e r , C h a i r m a n of the C o m mittee on Ministerial T r a i n i n g reports that
22 s e m i n a r i a n s and 18 wives were invited

to this biennial retreat. Six seminarians
were unable to be present because of
family or vocational responsibilities. T h e
22 invited included three men who had
been g r a d u a t e d in 1976.
T h e C o m m i t t e e reports that of the 18
men attending seminary during the past
academic year (1976-77) four were g r a d u ated this spring:
M i k e Gose, g r a d u a t i n g f r o m Western
Evangelical, is taking further training in
counseling.
Kenneth Gibson was g r a d u a t e d f r o m
Ashland. H e and his wife, W a n d a , have
been called to the Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio.
R i c h a r d Sisco g r a d u a t e d f r o m Mennonite Biblical S e m i n a r y . H e and Debbie
have accepted a call t o Wilkes-Barre, Pa.,
where they will, as self supporting workers, be sharing in a Brethren in Christ and
M e n n o n i t e joint-ministry in that city.
Andrew Stoner, graduating from
Ashland, is completing a pastoral contract with a local congregation he has been
serving during his years at seminary.
T h e C o m m i t t e e on Ministerial Training
reports that according to inquiries being
made, the projected seminary enrollment
of men preparing for a pastoral related
m i n i s t r y will exceed 20 this c o m i n g
academic year. T h o s e preparing for a
pastoral related ministry, pursuing a
degree p r o g r a m , and committed to service
within t h e denomination are eligible for
scholarship aid. T h e present grant is $600
a year for those attending a r e c o m m e n d e d
seminary, based on a three-year degree
program.
PEACEMAKING

from page ten
W H E N ALL ELSE FAILS,
TRY GOD

from page eight
i n g is j u s t t o o s h o r t f o r m e t o a c c o m plish w h a t I o u g h t to d o for H i m .
M y friends were a m a z e d at the way
the Lord restored my health. I a m no
longer ruled by fear. These days I can
g o o u t a l o n e in a d a r k n i g h t a n d I n o
m o r e h a v e m u c h fear for things like
snakes, road accidents and other
things. Before coming to the Lord I
had m u c h desire for the world. I had a
l o t o f t h i n g s in m i n d t o d o a f t e r m y
National Service. M y future was
dotted with ambitions and anxieties,
looking f o r w a r d to a nice j o b with a
fat salary. A s soon as I c a m e to the
Lord, everything vanished from my
m i n d a n d a n e w c a r e e r s p r a n g u p in
m y m i n d f o r w h i c h I still b u r n w i t h
l o n g i n g . T h i s is p a s t o r s h i p . I h a v e a
s t r o n g f e e l i n g t h a t t h i s is t h e L o r d ' s
call to H i s m i n i s t r y a n d of c o u r s e I
h a v e g o t t o a n s w e r it w i t h l o v e a n d
willingness.
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a r e blessed, b e c a u s e t h e spirit of glory
a n d o f G o d r e s t s u p o n y o u . B u t let
n o n e of y o u s u f f e r a s a m u r d e r e r , o r a
thief, or a w r o n g doer, or a mischief
m a k e r ; y e t if o n e s u f f e r s a s a C h r i s t i a n , let h i m n o t b e a s h a m e d , b u t
u n d e r t h a t n a m e let h i m g l o r i f y G o d . "
Peter had moved into a discipleship
that included peacemaking. In Peter's
s e r m o n a t P e n t e c o s t a n d in h i s w r i t i n g s h e h i g h l i g h t s t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e of
t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n of J e s u s and t h e relev a n c e of t h a t r e s u r r e c t i o n f o r n e w
k i n g d o m s t r a t e g y . I n his first l e t t e r
(3:21 b - 2 2 ) , h e s p e a k s o f t h e r e s u r rected Jesus Christ, " w h o has gone
i n t o h e a v e n a n d is a t t h e r i g h t h a n d o f
G o d , with angels, authorities, and
powers subject to h i m . "
T h e r e is b i b l i c a l e v i d e n c e ( J o h n
2 1 : 1 8 - 1 9 a n d I I P e t e r 1:13-15) t h a t
P e t e r t o o m e t h i s d e a t h in a w a y s i m i l a r t o h i s L o r d . M i g h t it b e t h a t
P e t e r ' s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n f r o m a violent
" d e f e n d e r of t h e f a i t h " t o a willing
suffering servant through the cross and
r e s u r r e c t i o n of C h r i s t needs t o be
experienced daily by us?

Senior Ministers
Honored
Sixteen retired ministers and wives f r o m
the Allegheny C o n f e r e n c e met at a Fellowship Luncheon at Messiah College, July 9.
A l s o in a t t e n d a n c e were H e n r y a n d
M a r t h a Ginder, S i m o n and Betty L e h m a n ,
and C h a r l e s and R u t h L e h m a n , who represented the Allegheny C o n f e r e n c e at the
luncheon.
T h e occasion was a time of reflection
and reminiscing for those present. M a n y
are still ministering in their c o m m u n i t i e s
and the b r o t h e r h o o d . Albert Engle, w h o
has just published his biography Saved to
Serve in Kentucky
and Elsewhere had to
leave early to keep an a p p o i n t m e n t , which
is a symbol of the continuing involvement
of these ministers.
T h e meeting included Bishop Ginder
asking for and receiving ideas as how
senior ministers could continue to serve the
church. Bishop Ginder closed the
luncheon, which had run considerably
overtime, with a meditation f r o m Titus 2.
Ministers and wives in attendance were:
W a l t e r and Mildred Blackstone, Allen and
Francis B r u b a k e r , A s a and A n n a Climenhaga, A m o s and Nellie Dick, Albert
Engle, H o w a r d and Elsie F e a t h e r , G r a c e
Lady, Samuel and Lois Lady, R u t h
Lauver, and David and E m m a W e n g e r .

ENEMIES

from page six
himself, and having suffered m a n y
persecutions, he w r o t e to the R o m a n s ,
" I f y o u r e n e m y is h u n g r y , f e e d h i m ; if
h e is t h i r s t y , g i v e h i m a d r i n k "
( R o m a n s 12:20, T E V ) . C h r i s t ' s w a y t o
h a n d l e e n e m i e s w o r k e d in t h e lives o f
His apostles.
H i s w a y w o r k s in t h e lives o f C h r i s tians today. Recently I watched some
a c t i o n on a p l a y g r o u n d n e a r m y h o m e .
It r e m i n d e d m e a g a i n t h a t C h r i s t ' s
w a y of h a n d l i n g e n e m i e s really w o r k s .
W i t h obscene language a n d insults,
some boys were taunting another boy,
trying to get him to fight. Finally the
boy turned to them and said, " I ' m not
a f r a i d of you; but I ' m a C h r i s t i a n , a n d
C h r i s t i a n s j u s t d o n ' t fight. I ' m n o t
afraid, but I'm not going to
fight."
A f t e r a few m o r e minutes, the o t h e r
b o y s w e n t off t o t r y t o p i c k t h e i r fight
elsewhere. It t o o k c o u r a g e for a tenor eleven-year-old boy to stand u p like
t h a t , b u t it w a s C h r i s t ' s w a y t o h a n d l e
e n e m i e s , a n d it w o r k e d .
A r e you having difficulty dealing
w i t h s o m e p e o p l e in y o u r life? A r e
there those w h o are getting you down?
C h r i s t ' s principle of loving a n d giving,
e v e n t o e n e m i e s , will w o r k f o r y o u . L e t
H i m change your heart, my friend,
a n d fill y o u r l i f e w i t h H i s o w n l o v e , s o
t h a t y o u m a y h a n d l e e n e m i e s in
Christ's way.
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MA IL TO: National Association

In these days of growing o p p o r tunity and responsibility, evangelicals must d o together those things
which cannot be d o n e by one
church alone. Join us!
• YES, we would like to observe
N A E Sunday, Oct. 30. Please
send the following free materials in the quantities listed:
bulletin inserts;
promotional posters; and
-special N A E Sunday offering envelopes.
• Since we will observe NAE
Sunday, please send us the free
cassette by Dr. Stephen Olford,
"The Greatest Need of the
Church."

Name
Address

of Evangelicals, Box 28, Whealon. 1L 60187 by Oct. 1.

studies at the School of World Mission at
Fuller Seminary, having completed a year
of study at Messiah College. Fannie
Longenecker will be returning to her post
on the staff of Sikalongo Bible Institute,

MISSIONS
Samuel and Joyce King, with Karen,
Evan, and Eileen, arrive on furlough from
Rhodesia August 6. Sam directed development projects at Mtshabezi from Gwanda
during recent months.

From left to right: Stan Long, Ron Long, Joanne
Barrett, and Anna Myrl Long.

T h e premier performance in the Los
Angeles area of the children's musical
Everyone Calls Him Sir was presented at
the Upland Brethren in Christ Church on
J u n e 12. Forty-three children participated
in the presentation.
T h e lyrics to this musical were written
by J o a n n e Barrett, and the music written
by Ron Long. Both are from G r a n t h a m ,
Pa.
The music is in its second printing.

MESSIAH COLLEGE

Three missionaries from India arrived
home on furlough August 9. Leora Yoder,
the Brethren in Christ missionary with the
longest tenure among those on the active
missionary list (she is listed in the 1932-35
Handbook as assigned to Kentucky) is
traveling with Henry and Edna Kreider,
David and Deborah. They are visiting in
the Middle East enroute home from their
assignments at Madhipura Christian Hospital.

beginning her sixth term in Africa. Mary
Olive Lady returns to the Staff of the
Choma Secondary School. For nearly
twenty years she has served the Lord in
New Mexico and Z a m b i a under the Board
for Missions.

John and Lucille Graybill, with daughter Barbara, plan to return to Japan on
August 29. The Graybills, in their twentieth year of service under the Board for
Missions, are in a church-planting ministry in Tokyo.

Dedication Scheduled
The new Learning Resources Center at
Messiah College is practically complete.
This significant addition to the facilities
at Messiah will be dedicated on October
15 at 1:30 p.m. This is during Homecoming weekend.
Other events planned include alumni
symposium, sports events, photography
contest, class reunions, alumni banquet,
and a performance of As You Like It, by
the National Shakespeare C o m p a n y .
The cover photograph of this issue of
the V I S I T O R is a view of the new
Learning Resources Center.

Three servants of the church return together to Z a m b i a on August 31. BishopD e s i g n a t e W i l l i a m Silungwe, b e f o r e
returning to Z a m b i a and his family, will be
visiting C a n a d a following his summer

Nancy Heisey has been appointed Assistant Secretary for Africa Programs for the
Mennonite Central Committee. Based at
the Akron, PA office, she has undertaken
the administration of programs in Nigeria,
Z a m b i a and Malawi, as well as persons
studying French in Europe in preparation
for African assignments. She completed a
three-year teaching term with M C C in
Zaire in 1976. During the past year she was
on the staff of M C C Information Services
as editorial assistant.

14

Evangelical

Visitor

CONFERENCES
Allegheny
T h e Christ's Crusaders of the Big Valley
congregation held a Galilean Service on
Sunday evening, July 24, at the Sylvanus
Peachey Lake. The guest speaker was Rev.
Earl Lehman. T h e pastor is Rev. John
Rosenberry.
T h e Spring Hope congregation reports a
Fellowship Dinner held on Sunday, July
17. T h e dinner, held in the Fellowship
Center following the morning worship
service was well attended. Rev. Kenneth
M a c k i e is the pastor.

Atlantic
T h e fathers and sons of the Manor
congregation held a weekend retreat in
J u n i a t a County on July 29-31. The weekend outdoor camping provided a time of
getting better acquainted with one another. Kenneth Hussai was the guest
speaker and provided special music. The
pastors are Rev. John Hawbaker and Rev.
Dale W . Engle.

Mooretown congregation on Sunday, July
24, for both the morning and evening
services. They presented a puppet show
and dialogue sermon in the morning and a
s l i d e / t a p e presentation of " A W a l k
Through the Bible" in the evening. Rev.
Ronald Slabaugh is the pastor.
The Phoneton congregation held an
Open House for their retiring pastoral
couple, Elam Dohners, on Sunday afternoon, July 17. Rev. David Buckwalter was
installed at Phoneton on Sunday, July 24,
by Rev. C. J . Ulery.

Midwest
The Oak Park congregation held a
Laymen's Fellowship on Sunday, July 24,
with Rev. N o r m a n Channel as the evening
speaker. A special program was held in the
afternoon. The pastor is Rev. Harold
Jackson.

Pacific
Special guests of the Alta Loma Brethren in Christ Church were Mr. and Mrs.
Dave Carlson on Sunday, July 10. The
Carlsons are with Trans World Radio.
Rev. J. Ralph Wenger is the pastor.

Births
Heim: Brandon Eugene, born Oct. 29,
1976, to Gordon, Jr., and Bonnie Heim,
Tremont congregation, Pa.
Heisey: Joshua Paul, b o m July 5, to
Paul and Georgeanne Heisey, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Nauman: Rebecca Louise, born June 16,
to M r . and Mrs. Dennis N a u m a n , Pequea
congregation, Pa.
On J u n e 26, the Mastersonville congregation was presented an altar Bible in
memory of Mrs. Monroe Dourte by her
family. Jeseen Dourte, Mrs. Dourte's
youngest grandchild made the presentation. T h e pastor, Rev. Jesse Dourte, gave
the dedicatory prayer.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dagen, Sr., West
Willow, Pa., observed their 60th wedding
anniversary on May 12, 1977. T h e D a g e n s ,
parents of four children, have 14 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren. They
attend the Pequea congregation.

Canadian
T h e Houghton congregation held eight
Bible Clubs the week of July 18. T h e
pastor is Rev. John Sider.
Recent guests of the Wainfleet congregation were Joe and Marietta Smith on
Sunday, July 17, and Harold and Mildred
Nigh on Sunday, July 31. The Smiths
served in India and the Nighs in Greece.
Rev. Roy Peterman and Roger C h a r m a n
are the pastors.

Central
T h e Living Parables, two young men
from Messiah College, were guests of the
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Oldham: J a m i e Lynn, born July 13, to
Ralph and Carol Oldham, Spring Hope
congregation, Pa.
Rosentrater: Gretchen Elsa, born July 9,
to Eldon and Nancy Rosentrater, M a n o r
congregation, Pa.
Yeatts: Helen Charis, born July 23, to
Rev. John and Amy (Rutt) Yeatts, Fairland congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Blouch-Longenecker: Barbara, daughter
of M r . and Mrs. Richard Longenecker,
Pine G r o v e , Pa., and L a r r y Blouch,
Lebanon, Pa., April 30, in the Tremont
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
George Kipe officiating.
Crider-Frey: Shelly Ann, daughter of
M r . and Mrs. Chris A. Frey, Abilene, Ks.,
and C. Stevens, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Crider, Lancaster, Pa., June 12, in
the Zion Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Robert Carlson officiating.
Edgar-Yunginger: Christine, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. C. N o r m a n Yunginger,
Lancaster, Pa., to John Leslie, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul M. Edgar, Titusville, Pa.,
July 9, in the Pequea Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.

Wideman-DeKoning: Anne, daughter of
M r . and Mrs. Nicholas DeKoning, St.
George, Ont., and Allan, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence Wideman, Stouffville, Ont.,
July 2, in the First Christian Reformed
Church with Rev. Mark Woodley and
Rev. James Sider officiating.

Obituaries
Boyer: Mrs. Carrie E. Boyer, Stevens,
Pa., died July 16, 1977, at the age of 68.
She was married to Daniel M. Boyer who
preceded her in death. She is survived by a
son, V. Eugene; two grandchildren; four
sisters; and two brothers. The funeral
service was conducted at the Ephrata
Church of the Nazarene with Rev. William D. Mowen and Rev. T h o m a s G.
Spiker officiating. Interment was in the
Hahnstown •United Zion Cemetery.
Byer: Milton Byer, died July 26, 1977,
in the Fairmount Nursing Home, Pa., at
the age of 86. He was the son of John H.
and Anna Heise Byer. He is survived by his
wife, Ethel G. Engle Byer; two daughters:
M r s . Evelyn Heister and M r s . Ann
Ginder; four grandchildren; a great-grandchild; a brother; and a sister. He was a
member of the Pleasant Hill Brethren in
Christ Church, Kansas, where he had
served as deacon. At the time of his death
he was attending the Pequea congregation
where the funeral service was conducted
with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Hess: E m m a G. Lutz Hess, born Aug.
9, 1900, in M a n o r Twp., Pa., died June 20,
1977, in the Messiah Home. She was the
daughter of Cyrus and M a r t h a Good Lutz.
She was married to Roy N . Hess who
preceded her in death on Sept. 4, 1973. She
is survived by two sons: Jay M. and Roy
N.; a daughter, Mrs. Erna Lilly; eight
grandchildren; two brothers; and a sister.
She was a member of the Pequea Brethren
in Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. Gerald Wingert.
Markley: Preston Herr Markley, born
March 30, 1899, near Abilene, Ks., died
July 17, 1977, in Upland, Ca. H e was the
son of Rev. Levi K. and Alice H e r r
Markley. In 1923 he was married to Viola
Page who survives. He is also survived by a
daughter, Mrs. Joyce Herr; three sons:
Brian, Gordon W., and Oliver W.; ten
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; a
sister; and a brother. He was a member of
the Brethren in Christ Church. At the time
of his death he attended the Upland
Church where he was a member of the
choir.
Wenger: S a m u e l W e n g e r , C l a y t o n ,
Ohio, died June 25, 1977, at the age of 80.
He was the son of Levi and A m a n d a Smith
Wenger. He was married to Edith Engle
who preceded him in death in 1958. He
subsequently married Ida Lou Hane who
survives. He is also survived by two children: Mrs. Evelyn Hill and Byron; six
grandchildren; four greatgrandchildren; a
brother; and a sister. He was a member of
the Fairview Brethren in Christ Church,
Ohio, where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Henry Miller and Rev.
Emanuel Rohrer. Interment was in the
Fairview cemetery.
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The Upturn in Missions
James W.
w H E N Idi Amin goes on a rampage in Uganda, people
begin to think about the fate of missionaries, but by and
large what has been happening in the world of missions
over the last decade has escaped public attention. It has
also escaped the attention of people and pastors in the
churches.
When colonialism began to be a bad word, and when
Uncle S a m began to pull in his military horns around the
world, a lot of people thought that religious imperialism
should be finished off too. And missionaries were the most
obvious tools of that outworn era.
However the facts are quite striking in showing that
rather than retreating under political and even scholarly
pressure, missionaries are advancing; mission agencies are
recruiting personnel and raising funds at spectacular
levels.
For example, of the estimated total Protestant mission
force of 55,000, some 37,000 come from the U.S. and
C a n a d a . This total is the largest ever reported. Money for
missionary work amounted to $656 million in 1975 from
sources in the U.S. and Canada, up from $393 million in
1972. Giving for missions has outstripped inflation by 29%.
Of course, money for missions can be traced to both increases in personnel and to more effective promotion. New
missionaries bring new money. But during the last ten
years missionary agencies have also learned how to raise
money for special projects and institutions. Unthinkable in
the 1960's, the million dollar project is not uncommon
now.
The Rise of Short-termers
In terms of personnel, the boards have capitalized on the
interest of many people in serving overseas for what is
called a short-term (six weeks to two years). Ten years ago
some executives resisted this idea, thinking it diminished
the traditional appeal for dedication and commitment that
was the foundation for a full time missionary career.
However, short-termers are proving their effectiveness
in many ministries. In 1972, 10% of the missionary force
was made up of short-termers; now the figure is 16%. And
they are not all young people. About half of them are 26 or
older, and 8% are at least 65.
The change in attitudes among young people toward a
missionary vocation is best seen in the thousands that have
been attracted to serve with youth-centered agencies and in
summer projects. In addition, recruiters who attend the
triennial Inter-Varsity student missionary conventions at
Urbana, Illinois, reported not only increased interest at
the 1976 gathering, but also more positive attitudes.
Academic Sophistication
The upbeat approach to missions has also been reflected
in some of the country's theological schools. Within the

Reapsome
decade "missiology" (the science of missions) has been
developed as a separate discipline with highly trained
faculty. Largely gone are the days when seminarians
learned all about missions in a church history-missions
course, sometimes taught by a missionary on furlough.
Of course the missiologists would like to see a larger
percentage of seminary students with an active interest in
missionary careers. Nevertheless, the study of missions has
come of age, at least academically.
Out of the new academic research in missions have come
a number of new insights into how missionary work itself
is to be done. "Church growth" is promulgated as a
science of how to find and exploit for conversion so-called
responsive people all over the world. Research in this field
has prodded many stagnant church and missionary groups
into more aggressive ministries, because they have found
that despite their work they have not been growing.
Technological Breakthroughs
As far as what missionaries themselves are now doing
on the field, 28% are establishing new churches and doing
evangelism, 25% are supporting or working with national
churches, and 47% are involved in things like education
literature, relief and development, services and support,
and broadcasting and medicine.
Each one of these kinds of work was seen significant
breakthroughs in recent years. Literature, radio, and television are being used with increasing effectiveness, and
national Christians are being trained. In education, the
outstanding development has been theological education
by extension. Missionary teachers now take the courses to
the students in their own settings, meeting with them singly
or in small groups at stated times for instruction and
review. This method has not replaced the resident Bible
school and seminary, but it has made Bible and theology
courses available to thousands of more people.
In spite of growth all around, mission leaders have had
to face a call for " m o r a t o r i u m " from some Christian
nationals overseas. What this means is not easy to state,
but at least it is interpreted as a concern for less U.S.
dominance in the affairs of national churches.
This significant trend appears at a time when many
mission boards have been working—feverishly, painfully,
and thoughtfully—to turn over control of programs, institutions, and church government to nationals. Time will
tell whether they have worked quickly enough to avoid an
embarrassing forced withdrawal.
And who can predict what " m o r a t o r i u m " might mean
in terms of the future investment of North American personnel and money in missionary outreach?
Reprinted from Evangelical Newsletter. Used by permission.
1977, Evangelical Ministries, Inc.

Copyright,

